146           The English chapel at Inverness.  [Augustas.
Not finding a letter here that I expected, I felt a momentary impatience to be at home. Transient clouds darkened my imagination, and in those clouds I saw events from which I shrunk; but a sentence or two of the Rambler's conversation gave me firmness, and I considered that I was upon an expedition for which I had wished for years, and the recollection of which would be a treasure to me for life.
SUNDAY, AUGUST 29.
Mr. Keith breakfasted with us. Dr. Johnson expatiated rather too strongly upon the benefits derived to Scotland from the Union1, and the bad state of our people before it. I am entertained with his copious exaggeration upon that subject; but I am uneasy when people arc by, who do not know him as well as I do, and may be apt to think him narrow-minded1. I therefore diverted the subject.
The English chapel, to which we went this morning, was but mean. The altar was a bare fir table, with a coarse stool for kneeling on, covered with a piece of thick sail-cloth doubled, by way of cushion. The congregation was small. Mr. Tait, the clergyman, read prayers very well, though with much of the Scotch accent. He preached on ' Love your Enemies'' It \vas remarkable that, when talking of the con. ncctions amongst men, he said, that some connected themselves with men of distinguished talents, and since they could not equal them, tried to deck themselves with their merit, by being their companions. The sentence was to this purpose. It had an odd coincidence with what might be said of my connecting myself with Dr. Johnson1.
1 See ante, ill,466,where he said to an Irish gentleman:—'Do not make an union with us, Sir, We should unite witli you, only to rob you. We should have robbed the Scotch, if they had had anything of which we could have robbed them.'
'J It is remarkable that Ur. Johnson read this gentle remonstrance, and took no notice of it to me. BOSWKLI,. See/<«/, Oct. 12, note.
3 Si. Matihetv, v. 44.
1 It is odd that Boswell did not suspect the parson, who, no doubt, had learnt the evening before from Mr. Keith that the two travellers
Afterrlborough. Pope in his Imitations of Horace, 2 Epist. i. 123, introduces ' well-mouth'd Booth.'
